In industries such as aerospace and automotive, drilling many holes is commonly required to assemble different structures where machined holes need to comply with tight geometric tolerances. Multi-spindle drilling using a poly-drill head is an industrial hole-making approach that allows drilling several holes simultaneously. Optimizing process parameters also improves machining processes. This work focuses on the optimization of drilling parameters and two drilling processes-namely, one-shot drilling and multi-hole drilling-using the Taguchi method. Analysis of variance and regression analysis was implemented to indicate the significance of drilling parameters and their impact on the measured responses i.e., surface roughness and hole size. From the Taguchi optimization, optimal drilling parameters were found to occur at a low cutting speed and feed rate using a poly-drill head. Furthermore, a fuzzy logic approach was employed to predict the surface roughness and hole size. It was found that the fuzzy measured values were in good agreement with the experimental values; therefore, the developed models can be effectively used to predict the surface roughness and hole size in multi-hole drilling. Moreover, confirmation tests were performed to validate that the Taguchi optimized levels and fuzzy developed models effectively represent the surface roughness and hole size.
Introduction
Conventional drilling is considered to be the most economical and efficient machining processes in the aerospace and automotive industries [1] . The most important characteristics of drilled-hole quality are surface roughness (SR) and the deviation of the hole size (HS) from its nominal diameter [2] . This is because aircrafts constantly operate under vibration/shock conditions where thousands of fastener holes in the fuselage skins are prone to fatigue [2] . Fatigue cracks normally initiate and propagate after the fastened holes create regions of concentrated stress; therefore, the reliability of aircraft structures depends on their fatigue life, which is directly related to hole quality [3] . In addition, the drilling process is normally amongst the last steps of final assembly of fabricating parts, where poor hole quality might lead to part rejection, which can become costly if optimum process parameters, tools, or drilling operations are not taken into consideration [4] .
The Taguchi method is useful for determining the best combination of factors under desired experimental conditions [5] . The Taguchi method reduces a large number of experiments that could An overview of the recently cited papers in Table 1 shows the importance of the optimization and prediction of process parameters using statistical design tools and the fuzzy logic approach. Table 1 also shows that optimization processes are commonly used in machining studies to employ the correct analyses, and effectively present that results were statistically analyzed using either one-shot single drilling or any other machining process. Therefore, in this work, the Taguchi method for the optimization of process parameters in multi-hole drilling using a poly-drill head is employed and is compared against one-shot drilling to evaluate its impact on two-hole quality metric: SR and HS. In addition, ANOVA and regression analysis are used to check the model accuracy and the impact of drilling parameters, respectively on the hole quality. Furthermore, the fuzzy logic approach is implemented to measure the values of SR and HS, which are then compared with the experimental results. Finally, validation tests are carried out at the optimal levels of process parameters to verify Taguchi's method and the simulated values of fuzzy logic.
Materials and Methods
Aluminium alloys have a superior machinability index and are extensively used in various industries such as the aircraft, aerospace, marine, and automotive industries [23] . Therefore, an Aluminium 5083 (Al5083) plate with a thickness of 10 mm and a size of 150 mm × 200 mm was used in this work. The tool material used was 6 mm uncoated high-speed steel (HSS) twist drills with a point angle of 118 • and a helix angle of 30 • for both one-shot drilling and multi-hole drilling. A new tool in each experiment was used to confirm the initial conditions of each drilling trials. Figure 1 shows different steps of the experimental procedure and verification approach. The drilling experiments were carried under dry drilling conditions using a vertical turret milling machine. Figure 2 shows one-shot drilling and multi-spindle drilling. A SUNHER poly-drill head type MH 30/13 was used for drilling multi-holes simultaneously. The surface roughness (SR) of each hole was measured using a roughness tester TR200 (PCWIprecision instrumentation, Australia) equipped with a diamond stylus having a 90 • cone angle and a 5 µm tip radius. The ROMER arm which is a balanced measuring instrument integrated with a portable coordinate measuring machine was used to measure the hole size (HS).
In this study, three drilling parameters including the cutting speed (CS), feed rate (FR), and drilling type (DT) were selected as control factors. A design of experiments (DoE) was employed to determine the relationship between controlled factors (input parameters) affecting the drilling process and the measured output parameters. The information obtained from DoE is needed to manage the drilling process inputs in order to optimize the measured outputs. Full factorial DoE was employed in the current study, which is practical when fewer than five factors are being investigated. The CS and FR were designed to have three levels, and DT has two levels, as given in Table 2 . The drilling experiments were conducted according to L 18 mixed orthogonal array including 18 runs corresponding to several tests for the Taguchi optimization method. The experimental layout with control factors is given in Table 3 .
In Taguchi analysis, experimental values are then transformed into a signal-to-noise (S/N) ratio [8] where the term signal refers to the desired values (mean) and noise represent the undesired values (standard deviation) for the output characteristics [2] . In the analysis of the S/N ratio, the quality characteristics are [5] as follows. 
where µ = mean and σ = variance. In the current work, the smaller the better is used to analyze and give the optimal values for the output characteristics i.e., SR and HS. Therefore, optimization of the process parameters was evaluated using the Taguchi method. Furthermore, regression analysis was carried out to correlate between the process parameters and the responses to check the closeness of the developed model with respect to experimental values of SR and HS. Moreover, ANOVA was used to determine the percentage contribution of process parameters on the output response. Finally, fuzzy logic based on Mamdani's fuzzy inference method was used to simulate the experimental values of the optimal drilling type.
Results and Discussion

Regression Analysis
In machining processes, regression analysis used to analyze and formulate the correlation between the process parameters and the responses [24] . In this study, the process parameters are the cutting speed (CS), feed rate (FR), and drilling type (DT), where the responses are the surface roughness (SR) and hole size (HS). Therefore, a linear regression model is used to check if the data of SR and HS signify a fitness characteristic. The regression model obtained in this work is given below:
where β 0 is the constant value when the predictor variables i.e., DT, CS, and FR are zero, β 1 + β 2 + β 3 + β 4 + . . . . + βn are the coefficients or estimates of the process parameters, and ε is the error. R 2 indicates the effectiveness of the developed model. The value equal to 1 shows that the model is 100% effective [25] . Therefore, the larger values of R 2 are always desirable [26] . In the current study, the values of R 2 are more than 80%, which indicates that the models are effective in predicting the responses with respect to the machining variables. Figure 3 shows the normal probability plots of the residuals for a predicted response for SR and HS, respectively. Figure 3 also shows that the proposed models are satisfactory as all the residuals follow almost the same pattern of the straight line, which has also been reported by Davidson et al. [27] and Vankanti and Ganta [8] . Therefore, for the selection of process parameters in drilling aluminum, this work will be useful for reducing SR and the deviation of HS from its nominal value. 
Optimization of Drilling Conditions Using Taguchi Analysis
As mentioned above, the optimization of drilling parameters in this work is done using Taguchi analysis for better hole quality. Therefore, after a set of experiments given by orthogonal array used in data analysis, the experimental results are then transformed into a S/N ratio, and the smaller the better is used to determine the quality characteristics, as given in Equation (2) [5] . The orthogonal array with control factors, experimental results, and the respective S/N ratio values are displayed in Table 4 . One of the major characteristics of any machining process is the improvement of SR. SR shows irregularities in the surface of any workpiece due to machining operations [28] . A machined part with high SR results in excessive wear, fatigue, lower material ability to resist corrosion, and lower product performance [29] . SR might be affected by the drilling parameters, tool geometry, and relative vibration induced by the tool on the workpiece. Therefore, measuring SR is important for determining the quality of holes [30] . Table 5 and 6 show the average response values and S/N ratio values of SR and HS, respectively. Further, the S/N ratio response graph for the SR and HS are shown in Figure 4 . According to Yang and Tarng [7] , an S/N ratio with higher values leads to better performance, irrespective of the category of the quality characteristic. Therefore, the level of a factor with the highest S/N ratio is the optimum level. As evident in Table 5 , the optimal SR is obtained at DT level 2, CS level 1, and FR level 1. This shows that at lower drilling parameters, multi-spindle drilling using a poly-drill head gives better SR. Lower CS and FR are also recommended by Giasin et al. [31] , as higher CS might cause more vibration and chatter, which reduces the surface quality. Furthermore, a higher FR increases the chip thickness, which might also result in a higher SR of holes [32] . As mentioned earlier, all the drilling tools used in this study have a 6 mm diameter. Therefore, it is important to check if there is any deviation from the nominal size. Kurt et al. [29] reported in their studies that HS is also influenced by drilling parameters, where the hole diameter may increase from the nominal size. The reason for this was attributed to the fact that at high drilling parameters, there are higher chances of vibration due to the dynamic behaviour of the tool. Furthermore, Roukema and Altintas [33] have shown that there is an increased possibility of temperature in the tool and workpiece at high drilling parameters, which could adversely affect the drilled-holes and hinder chip evacuation and thus affect the HS [29] . Therefore, the selection of optimal drilling parameters is necessary for the measurement of HS. From Table 6 and Figure 4 , the optimum conditions for HS can be selected. The analysis of S/N ratio shows that the poly-drill head also performs better than one-shot drilling, as the best combination of parameters can be obtained at DT level 2, CS level 1, and FR level 1. Lower FR facilitated the slower insertion of the tool, which allowed a stable and jerk-free performance as the cutting edges of the tool removed the material with smaller chip thickness; consequently, the HS shows less dimensional error [34] . Furthermore, at higher CS, chatter and drilling temperature appeared to be more, which might affect the size of the hole [29] . Therefore, it can be concluded that lower FR is recommended for lower SR and better dimensional accuracy. However, while a lower FR affects productivity, a poly-drill head gave three holes at the same drilling time, which would help in acquiring good productivity even when using a lower FR.
Prediction of Surface Roughness and Hole Size at Optimal Levels
The values of SR and HS at their optimal level of process parameters can be predicted as follows. The predicted mean at the optimal process parameters: Table 4 .
Analysis of Variance
ANOVA has been applied in this study to measure the importance of each of the process parameters on SR and HS. Tables 7 and 8 show the ANOVA results for the SR and HS, respectively. The percent contribution in ANOVA is used to describe how much influence each process parameters has on the output responses. The P-value can confirm the effect of process parameters on responses and shows that values less than 0.05 have no effect [35] . Another statistical tool is F-value, which is used to check the design parameters with a significant impact on the quality characteristic [2] . The confidence interval chosen in this study is 95% (α = 0.05).
Accordingly, Table 7 shows that the statistical influences of CS and FR on SR were 40.16% and 25.02%, respectively. This shows that the CS has more impact on hole roughness than the FR. Similar findings were also reported by Kilickap [23] when drilling aluminium alloys. However, in the case of HS, the influence of FR was more than the CS value given in Table 8 . The percentage contribution of FR is 61.31%, which is more than the contribution of CS with a statistical significance of 28.72%. 
Fuzzy Modeling for Surface Roughness and Hole Size
From the aforesaid Taguchi analysis, it is apparent the multi-hole drilling using a poly-drill head gives better SR and HS than those of one-shot drilling. Therefore, the experimental data of the poly-drill head are used for the fuzzy-based algorithm to predict SR and HS at different process parameters. In this regard, a conceptual framework based on the fuzzy logic algorithm is designed in MATLAB®(R2018b) and is illustrated in Figure 5 .
The fuzzy modeling is comprised of three steps that include the fuzzification process, rule framing process, and defuzzification. In the fuzzification process, with the help of the membership definition, each factor is treated as a well-defined numeric value. In the second stage, rules are designed by the combination of parameters using logical operators. Finally, defuzzification is done in which all membership degrees are made into a quantifiable value by combining the outputs of the framed rules [36] .
CS and FR are taken as input in the fuzzy inference system where the SR and HS are considered as output. A fuzzy-based rule is defined that predicts SR and HS in the fuzzy domain, and the fuzzy interference engine is considered as "Mamdani". Mamdani shows relatively better results [37] . Therefore, in modeling the algorithm, the outputs of the system are calculated based on the centroid method, and Mamdani implication is used for defuzzification. A triangular membership function (MF) is considered in this study. In the developed algorithm, the input and output variables are fuzzified into nine fuzzy sets: very very low (VVL), very low (VL), low (L), moderately low (ML), medium (M), moderately high (MH), high (H), very high (VH), and very very high (VVH). The associated MFs as input variables and output variables are shown in Figure 6 , and the detailed parameters of fuzzy inference system with the triangular MFs are given in Table 9 . The developed algorithm was tested on the experimental data of the multi-hole drilling tests for SR and HS. It was found that the algorithm was able to detect all the values at the desired process parameters. The values in the fuzzy set from the developed algorithm behave similarly to the experimental values in which an increase in the drilling parameters increases SR and HS. Table 10 shows that both the experimental data and fuzzy results are consistent with each other and behave similarly for SR and HS. Similarly, a good match is observed in the experimental and modeled values, showing that at high drilling parameters, there is more deviation of the HS from nominal size. In both cases, the percentage error occurs within the range of 10% for the validation of experimental results. The predicted values are in good agreement with experimental values, which reflects that the obtained fuzzy models present a feasible and effective way for the prediction of SR and HS in a drilling process using a poly-drill head for multi-hole simultaneous drilling. 
Validations of Results
The validation tests are an essential step for the verification of the results obtained from Taguchi's design approach [38] . Therefore, validation experiments at the optimized process parameters are conducted for SR and HS using a poly-drill head. The average of the validation results is compared with the predicted average based on the Taguchi optimal process parameters and fuzzy logic values. Figure 7 shows that there is a small difference among all the values, and the response optimization predicts the optimum conditions comparatively well. 
Conclusions
Optimal machining parameters are essential for high quality drilling of holes, which leads to efficient and effective production. In this work, drilling experiments were performed using one-shot drilling and multi-hole simultaneous drilling with a poly-drill head. The Taguchi method was used for the optimization of process parameters for better hole quality in terms of surface roughness and hole size. Then, regression analysis and ANOVA were applied to confirm the accuracy of the model and the significance of process parameters. Moreover, a fuzzy logic technique was employed for the prediction of surface roughness and hole size in multi-hole drilling using a poly-drill head. The following conclusions are drawn from this work:
•
Cutting speed and feed rate in the drilling of Al5083 have a significant impact on both types of drilling process i.e., one-shot drilling and multi-hole drilling. A higher cutting speed generates more heat, which increases the temperature at the hole boundaries, where the chips can easily be clogged over the flutes of the drills. Furthermore, it is speculated that more vibration is likely to be present due to the rotary motion of the tool. In addition, the size of the chips increases with an increase in the feed rate. Therefore, a higher cutting speed and feed rate can affect both the surface roughness and hole size.
The ANOVA results revealed that for both drilling types, the cutting speed and feed rate are influential on the surface roughness and hole size, respectively. The percent influence of cutting speed on the surface roughness is 40.16%, whereas the feed rate has a 25.02% contribution. In the case of hole size, the deviation from the nominal drill size is more affected by the feed rate, which has a 61.31% contribution, and the significance of the cutting speed is 28.72%. •
The Taguchi method was shown to successfully analyze the optimal combination of process parameters for surface roughness and hole size, as achieved in multi-hole drilling with a lower cutting speed and feed rate. Therefore, in comparison to one-shot drilling, a poly-drill head can produce better hole quality and is capable of forming multi-holes simultaneously, which would help in acquiring good productivity even at the lower levels of drilling parameters.
The fuzzy modeling successfully investigated the surface roughness and hole size in multi-hole drilling. The predicted data is closely correlated to the experimental results with a very small percentage error. Thus, the developed fuzzy model is reliable for the prediction of hole quality at different levels of process parameters, where notable savings in time and cost could be obtained.
In regression analysis, the values of R 2 are more than 80%, which shows that the responses with respect to the machining variables could be easily predicted. The validation experiment reveals that the developed model can be used for predicting better hole quality using a poly-drill head for multi-hole drilling. The average error between each comparison was found to be small and hence, the optimization by the Taguchi method and prediction of values for surface roughness and hole size using fuzzy logic are both acceptable. 
